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Intended Navigation from LoUuGHBOROUGH 
to LEICESTER. 


navigable from Loughborough to Leiceſter, is one of thoſe ſmall 

Rivers whoſe Current is naturally flow, and in a dry Seaſon 

hardly has ſufficient Quantity of Water to ſupply the Mills, but upon 
haſty Rains riſes very ſuddenly, and overflows the furrounding Mea- 
dos, which are ſome of the fineſt Land in that or any other County 
for feeding Cattle and producing Hay, as in their preſent State the 
Water very ſoon runs off again, and rather fertilizes than injures the 
Land, unleſs when the Floods continue any unuſual Length of Time, 
then it renders them marſhy ; and in Caſe a Navigation ſhould take 
Place that conſtantly muſt be the Caſe, as the Neceſſity of keeping up 
the Water by Locks will occaſion a more frequent Overflow, and raiſing 
the Mill Weirs, Banks, &c. muſt prevent the Water running off again 
with Eaſe ; the: Middle of the Meadows by that Means being made the 
lower Ground will conſequently be converted into Baſons for Water, 
and produce nothing but Flags and Ruſhes ; and the Border of the 
River being alſo made a Hauling-Path where Men and Horſes are 
conſtantly paſſing, and where they uſually take the Liberty of grazing 


T HE River Soar, in Leiceſterſhire, now intended to be made 


their Horſes if any good. Graſs can be found near it, are likely to be 


little more beneficial to the Owners or the Country at large by their 
Produce than the more ſwampy Parts of the Ground, not to mention 
the general Detriment by not ſhutting the Gates, and thus laying every 
Man's Property, open to his Neighbours Cattle.—Mr. Hudſon's Houſe 
is fituated cloſe upon the Banks of this River, and it was propoſed, firſt, to 
bring the Navigation within a little more than thirty Yards of bis beſt 
Rooms, and cloſe to bis Garden Wall, by which Means Fruit, Fiſh-Ponds, 


Poultry, and all his Property, muſt lie at the Mercy of the Bargemen, or 


any who chuſe to commit Depredations in their Names, which, if they were 
themſelves honeſt, is bat too likely to be the Caſe | However (as it is ſaid, 
though every one may ſee how fallaciouſly ) to remove theſe Objections, they 
will bring the Navigation no nearer than Wanlip-Bridge, which they call 
Half a Mile off, but which in Reality is only three Hundred and thirty 


Yards diſtant, and in full Sight of the Houſe ; but two Hundred and twenty 
Yards 
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Yards from the Garden; and one Hundred and ſeventy-fix only from the 
Pleaſure Ground, Here a Wharf, Warehouſes, Public Houſe, and of 
Courſe a Colony of Colliers, are to be erected and eſtabliſhed, for the 
more convenient Supply of the Eaſt Side of the Country. As this 
Bridge is ſituated upon a Turnpike Road, which, it ſhould be particu- 
larly obſerved, was given by the Father of the preſent Peſſeſſor of Wanlip, 
through ſome of his bet Lands, for the peculiar Accommodation of that: Side 
of the County, for which Purpoſe the Bridge was alſo built, to which he 
likewiſe contributed largely, and which Conveniences are now the Induce- 
ment to reduce that Part of his Eſtate to the Situation above mentioned, for 
the till farther Convenience of that ſame Part of the County, who having 
by theſe Means had Coals for ſeveral Years much cheaper and more. 
eaſily than they ever had before, are now going to deſtroy the Property 
of the Benefactor, to whom they owed that Convenience, and to render 
a very good new-built Houſe not habitable for any Thing above the 
Degree of a Coalheaver, and all the Improvements uſeleſs, which at 
great Expence have lately been made about it; alſo the utter Deſtruc- 
tion of a very fine Fiſhery, as every Body knows that ſuch a Neigh- 
bourhood ſo very near muſt be unſupportable to any Gentleman's Fa- 
mily from the Inſecurity, Dirt, and other Inconveniences they muſt 
neceſſarily occaſion. It is alledged, that private Property muſt give 
Way to public Good, but then there ſhould be ſome Proportion 
between the Good to be attained and the Injury committed, which 
in this Caſe can hardly be made appear; as beſides the public and 
Private Evils above mentioned, and the probable Riſe in the Price of 
all the Neceſſaries of Life except Coals, by the Deſtruction of Paſtures, 
that feed ſuch'Quantities of fine Cattle, there is ſtill a more immediate 
Evil in the Shutting-up of the Leicefter faire Collieries, and in Conſe- 
quence the total Ruin of many Thouſands of People, who now exiſt in 
Huts, near the- Pits, merely by retailing Coals to the neighbourin 
Country; and that they muſt ceaſe working (if, as propoſed, the Price 
of Coals be lowered) is certain, as they now ſell them upon the Spot at 
Two-pence Halfpenny per Hundred, which is as low as they can work 
them without Loſs, and to which Price they are kept by a conſtant Com- 
petition with the Derbyſpire Coals now brought to Loughborough by 
Water-C arriage,/ When the Navigation is opened, which muſt be ob- 
ſerved it never is in Time of hard Froſt, very dry Weather, or great 
Floods, any of which are ſufficient to ſtop the Progreſs, of the Veſſels, as 
Experience has ſufficiently proved in the Courſe of the laſt Winter, Sum- 
mer, and Autumn; ſo that if once the Leiceſterſhire Collieries are ſnut 
up, the Town and County muſt truſt to the Supply laid in ar a Venture 


by Monopolizers, who may ſell them at their own Price, or riſk being 
entirely 
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entirely without Coals to burn till the Seaſons become favourable, as 
Pits once ſhut up cannot be opened again at Pleaſure, nor kept open 
upon the Uncertainty of the Weather, as the Expence is certain and 
great, though the Sale would be precarious, and therefore not to be 
riſked, The Reduction in the Price of Coals propoſed by this Naviga- 
tion, though material to the Seller, when already brought as low as a 
living Profit will admit, is yet ſo trifling to the Conſumers that it hardly 
deſerves to he mentioned, Coals being in Summer already ſold as low as 
they prepoſe ſelling them : And as uhere is ne Manufa@ure carried oy in 
which Coals are uſed, and where from the Quantity. One Penny in @ Hun- 
dred Weight would be an Object; on the contrary, the only Manufacture 
in the County is Woollen Stockings, and they are made as much in the 
furrounding Villages as in the Town of Leiceſter ; and to many of thee. 
on the Weſt Side of the County,  Coals, by their neighbouring Pits 
being ſhut, would become as much dearer as they can hope the Eaſt Side 
would receive them cheaper, and Mutton, Beef, and Bread univerſally 
dearer; ſo that there ſeems no great public Utility in all this, except 
changing the Hands of the Sufferers, and gratifying one Side of the 
County N pence of the other: which, independent of the Profits 
the Subſcribers hope (though without much real Foundation) to make 
by Tonnage, &c. is the only viſible Good that appears likely to reſult 
from all the public and private Miſchief above ſtated; for as to commercial 
Advantages to the Town by a diſtant Communication with the Sea, 
though that Advantage is already brought to Loughborough, within 
eleven Miles of Leiceſter; from the Length of the Voyage, Uncertainty 
as to Time, and Damage frequently occaſioned by Sea-Water, Careleſſ- 
neſs in ſhipping and reſhipping Goods, it has been found by Experience, 
that the Land-Carriage the whole Way from London has been univerſally 
preferred to the Water for every Thing of Conſequence or Value; for 
the Difficulty of getting them from Loughborough is ſo trifling, eſpecially 
in Summer, that it cannot be ſuppoſed to make much Difference, moſt 
of the Leiceſter Tradeſmen having a continued Intercourſe with that 
Town. Yet the whole Amount of the laſt Year's Freight of every Com- 

modity (Coals excepted), inwards and outwards, was no more than One 
Hundred and Eighty-three Pounds odd Shillings ; . notwithſtanding which 
the Proprietors (though a little unfairly, they not having paid their 
Debts) divided Twelve per Cent. which ſufficiently proves Coals to be 
the only Thing of ny (Conſequence brought by the Navigation to 
Loughborough, This Dividend of Twelve: per Cent. has been the Temp- 
tation, under the Title of Public Good, to the preſent Projectors to 
make a till further Navigation, in Hopes of a ſtill further Profit upon 
the Money they ſhall advance, and which would probably be the Caſe, 
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by Means of a Monopoly, which every one muſt lee to be the Conſe- 


quence of the Deſtruction of the County Collieries, and that Deſtruction 
as inevitably to ariſe from the intended Navigation to Leiceſter. 


Aware of this, two of the Proprietors of Collieries which lie neareft 


Loughborough have propoſed to get a new Cut within a few Miles of 


their own Pits to join the Canal at that Place, which would in a De- 
gree leſſen the Danger of a total Want of Fuel in Time of Froſt, &c. 
and as far as concerns themſelves and their immediate Neighbourhood, 
independent of the other Mines, (whoſe Ruin would be but the more 
inevitable) be an Improvement on the original Plan, but by 


no Means unexceptionable for many material and obvious' Rea- 
ſons. The Expence would be enormous for the Diſtance, and the Dif- 


ficulty great, which their Leiceſter Friends are ſo well perſuaded of that 
they refuſe to join with them, and have come to a Reſolution that un- 
leſs the laſt-mentioned Proprietors can - raiſe the whole Sum neceſſary 
for both Navigations, which is computed at Forty-two Thouſand Pounds, 
they will have nothing to ſay to them, which is near aſk} an Im- 
poſſibility ; but if they can raiſe ſuch Sum the Lache will then 
give up the Whole to them. 6 | 


